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Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise 
indicated herein, one copy of each foreign reference is attached. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. Applicants respectfully request the 
Examiner return an initialed copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 to Applicants with the 
next Office communication to indicate that the references have been considered, per 
MPEP § 609. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date, but before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits or the 
Notice of Allowance. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(3)(i), the undersigned provides the following 
statements of relevance for each non-English document listed on the attached PTO-1449. 

1 . JP 8-17137 describes how to utilize a recording medium efficiently and record high 
quality information. 

2. JP 1 1-316703 describes how to provide a storage method which is suitable for 
additionally storing related data through the use of optical disks by plural users in a data 
retrieval system using the optical disks. 
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In addition, the undersigned supplies copies of English abstracts for each of these 
references. The abstracts provide additional details concerning the relevance of the 
references to the application. Also, the undersigned supplies a copy of the Japanese 
Office Action that caused the references to be cited. The Japanese Office Action provides 
still further details concerning the relevance of the references to the application. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1). 

In addition, I hereby certify that each enclosed document listed on the herewith 
Form PTO-1449 was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign counter part application in the attached Japanese Communication 
(Office Action) issued March 2, 2004, i.e. not more than three months ago. An English 
language version of the foreign office action and English-language Abstracts are attached 
for the Examiner's information. 



JDK/GTB/smw 
Date: April 14, 2004 
P.O. Box 10500 
McLean, VA 22102 
Facsimile: (703) 905-2500 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jeffrey D. Karceski 
Reg. No. 35914 
Tel. No. (703) 905-2110 



Glenn T. Barrett 
Reg. No. 38705 



Tel. No. (703) 905-2011 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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